
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As the new academic year begins, I am writing to share an important announcement regarding 
the leadership of Forward As One Church of England Multi Academy Trust. 
After a distinguished career in education and many years of dedicated service to our schools and 
communities, Karen Bramwell OBE, Chief Executive Officer of Forward As One CE Trust, retired 
from her role on 31st August 2026. 
 
Karen has provided exceptional leadership to our Trust, guiding its growth and development 
while remaining steadfast in her commitment to ensuring that every child receives the very best 
education and opportunities. Throughout her tenure, she has championed our Christian values, 
fostered strong partnerships with families and communities, and helped create a culture in which 
children and young people can flourish academically, socially and spiritually. 
 
Her influence has extended far beyond our schools. Through her vision, passion and unwavering 
dedication, Karen has helped shape a Trust recognised for its commitment to excellence, 
collaboration and service. The positive impact of her leadership will continue to be felt for many 
years to come. 
 
While we are sad to see Karen leave, we are also pleased to share that Sophie Murfin, currently 
Chief Executive Officer of Wise Owl Trust, has been appointed as Chief Executive Officer of 
Forward As One CE Trust and will take up the role on 1st September 2026. 
 
Sophie brings extensive experience of educational leadership, school improvement and trust 
development. The Trustees are delighted that she will lead the next chapter of Forward As One's 
journey, building upon the strong foundations established by Karen and continuing our 
commitment to providing exceptional opportunities and outcomes for all children across our 
family of schools. 
 
The Board of Trustees has been working closely with both Karen and Sophie to ensure a smooth 
and effective transition. We are confident that this careful planning will provide continuity for our 
schools, staff and families whilst enabling the Trust to continue to grow and thrive. 
On behalf of the Trustees, governors and staff across Forward As One CE Trust, I would like to 
thank Karen for her outstanding service and remarkable contribution to the lives of countless 
children and young people. We wish her every happiness and fulfilment in her retirement. 
 
At the same time, we warmly welcome Sophie to the Trust and look forward to working with her 
as she leads Forward As One into the future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Pete Bond 
 
Chair of Trustees 
Forward As One Church of England Multi Academy Trust 
 


